




The experience of space as a social phenomenon exists in many scales in Arab-Islamic domestic architecture.  From the 
focus on the micro, on the flexible nature of furniture as architecture, to the macro, the ability to use any part of the house for 
living and work, in for example the living room or the courtyard.  Design throughout this process is intricately linked to larger 
spiritual connections, pointing towards this other reality of religion and heritage if required or desired. Thus this situational 
aspect of architecture, the real of the given situation in architecture and domestic house planning, requires strategies that 
make spaces changeable in time from individual moments to years.  Whether this in on a small scale with sliding or moving 
walls and screens or larger changes based on seasonal use, we see that when dictated by a given set of social or physical 
circumstances architecture must be open to situational change.  

For example, an architecture of the given situation allows nomadism within the individual spaces of the house itself to occur, 
where residents can move around a house based on seasonal needs. A rooftop terrace can be taken over for a living space 
in winter, left open when it is to hot in summer.  A courtyard can be opened up into the living space for family activities, 
closed when guests are present. A kitchen can be used as a living space.   An architecture of the given can be fully realized 
in the multitude of shapes and forms required of a central courtyard, a key element of traditional Arab-Islamic house.  The 
courtyard whether it has water and trees for a cool midday retreat, or an area of communal gathering, has always been open 
to adaptation of any given situation. 

Conclusion
At the same time, we have a spiritual and practical dimension, where our goal for our present Reality is a wisdom that 
goes beyond economic and aesthetic considerations and touches the far tougher problem of how to live and let live, of how 
to keep peace with one’s neighbors in the parochial sense and in the universal one as well.  By focusing on the reality of 
manifestation, environment and the given situation, it is possible to a create a Modern Arab-Islamic domestic architecture that 
allows people to live comfortably in their communities inside of their traditional ethos while being linked to the development 
of the larger Modern world around them.  
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